Breaking Petroleum Dependency:  

Corporate and Stakeholder Partnership for Clean Technologies

Carbon emissions, global climate change, military tensions, and war – the costs of petroleum dependency continue to rise.  Governments alone can't solve the problems - business too must take a leadership role.  Breaking petroleum dependency is fundamental to corporate social responsibility. 
But doing so isn't easy.  Sustainable technologies face very high hurdles: price barriers, performance uncertainties, rigid specifications, fearful procurement officials, nervous companies, perfectionist stakeholders, and an overarching aversion to change. In these remarks, Bill Shireman will use real-world examples to illustrate the steps companies and their stakeholders

must take to walk the path from petroleum dependence to sustainability. 
His remarks will include:

.
Design - design principles for sustainable products and processes

.
Demand - harnessing corporate buying power to support mass production

.
Coalitions - building stakeholder coalitions to support and drive change

.
Continuous Improvement - patiently pursuing continuous improvements

Shireman will draw examples from Hewlett-Packard, Home Depot, Mitsubishi, Cargill, Dow, Coca-Cola and other companies to illustrate the challenges and opportunities that face companies and their stakeholders in the transition away from the resources of the past, and toward resources with a future. 

