Sustainable solutions in a network society

A new possible meaning of the concept of “industrialization” is emerging. We are moving from the traditional concepts of “extended product” (product plus complementary services) and “mass-customisation”(mass production of superficially diversified products) to the a new idea of  service-oriented networked production: a form of production where the main results are services and where the production systems are complex socio-technical systems.
The paper introduces the concept of advanced industrialization and deals with the concepts of value creation (what kind of value is created?), economy of scope (what kind of techno-economic efficiency has to be searched for?),  system architecture (who takes the decisions? Where is the power? How to move from a top-down to bottom-up system architectures).

In particular, the last point (bottom-up system architectures) will be discussed more in depth, considering the search for sustainable advanced industrialization in the framework of the network society and of its new organizational models.
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