Short abstract

How to make Europe clean clever and competitive?

The Netherlands decided to use their EU Presidency in the second half of 2004 to convince the European leaders that eco-efficient innovations could strengthen the competitiveness of Europe. This should guarantee that the environmental aspects would be high on the agenda during the discussions of the European prime-ministers on the review of the Lisbon strategy, in which they had set the goal to become the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world in 2010. We formulated our message by creating a network of researchers, policy makers, ngo’s and business representatives with whom we discussed the opportunities and the policies needed to make eco-efficient innovations an important part of the European economy. We learned that there are many parties, including the business community, that also believed in the opportunities eco-efficient innovations offer for a clean, clever and competitive Europe. But if so many parties are interested, why are most eco-efficient innovations still on the shelves of research labs? One reason is that innovators are often not business man, and business man just as often not inventors. In the presentation the barriers the Dutch presidency discovered and the way to overcome these will be further discussed.

