From:   Sandy Halliday, INTERNET:sandy@gaiagroup.org

TO:     (unknown), martincharter

DATE:   03/02/2005 09:58

RE:     Abstract

An accreditation scheme in sustainable design for architects.

Professor Sandy Halliday MPhil CEng MCIBSE FRSA

Principal, Gaia Research, Edinburgh and Professor in Engineering Design for

Sustainable Development, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland

research@gaiagroup.org

The Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland (RIAS) has pioneered the

world¹s first Sustainable Design Accreditation scheme for architects. The

scheme, which was initiated by the author, offers individual designers the

opportunity to register their performance in sustainable design and to gain

a classification. The accreditation process is unique in that it

deliberately targets practical implementation rather than relying on

training and CPD based evidence. Applicants are required to submit

information on three completed building projects and to describe their

involvement and achievements. The work is independently peer assessed with

higher classifications being awarded on the basis of complexity, scale,

technical integration, development of interdisciplinary professional skills

and integration of economic and social factors.

By only rewarding evidence based achievement it fully acknowledges the

clear

distinction between aspirations and the very real problems to be overcome

in

seeking to deliver sustainable design. It thereby rewards not what

designers

know, but importantly what they have been able to achieve.

The paper will describe the scheme, draw lessons on the state of the

profession which arose from the process and offer views on the benefits of

extending the scheme to cover other professions involved in the built

environment. 
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