[image: image1.emf]Sustainable Innovation 05
Creating and developing sustainable and responsible new business models

Towards Sustainable Product Design

10th International Conference
24th – 25th October 2005
Farnham, Surrey

www.cfsd.org.uk/events/tspd9


Policy status on sustainable consumption and production at global level
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The second international review meeting of the Marrakech process (ten-year framework of programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production) was held in St. Jose, Costa Rica, Costa Rica, 5-8 September 2005. The outcomes of this meeting together with some work progress in UNEP led activities related to sustainable innovation are the highlights to report on the policy status of sustainable consumption and production (SCP) at global level.

The Costa Rica meeting requested UNEP and UN DESA as well as ministries and international and bilateral development assistance agencies active in the Marrakech process to strengthen the linkages between SCP and poverty eradication/ Millennium Development Goals and to focus the work on a limited set of practical working areas, rather than going on with the regional consultation process. 

The meeting welcomed the following five priorities for further work in this area proposed by UNEP: (1) industrial development (including circular economy, safer production), (2) waste management (including 3R Initiative), (3) SCP training and capacity building as part of the Bali Action Plan, (4) Sustainable Trade and Resource Consumption (focusing on life cycle thinking and adequate support for SME's in developing countries), and (5) Sustainable Energy and Mobility (renewable energy and improving infrastructure for industrial development, achieving development goals).

UNEP's initiative to set up action-oriented Task Forces led by governments was further developed. As a result four lead countries presented their plans of activities in the plenary session the following day: (1) Sweden on sustainable lifestyles, advertising and youth, (2) UK on sustainable product policies (focusing on raising the requirements of standards and creating incentives for sustainable product development), (3) Germany on co-operation with Africa (on leapfrogging to SCP), and (4) Switzerland on sustainable procurement. South Korea was said to be willing to lead a task force on "green growth".  Task forces for respectively SCP and labour unions, indicators, supply chain management and solid waste management (with the World Bank) are currently under consideration by other countries.

Ongoing and planned work in ongoing UNEP DTIE activities like the Life Cycle Initiative and the promotion of Sustainable Products and Services is following the recommendations from the Costa Rica meeting by ‘practice-oriented’ task forces with members for all world regions as part of the Life Cycle Initiative and ‘on the ground’ training in developing countries on product design through National Cleaner Production Centres. UNEP is interested to set up a global think tank on sustainable innovation to support and strengthen the innovation component of future activities
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