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Bas de Leeuw, Head of Strategy Unit of the Production and Consumption Branch of the United Nations Environment Programme, France

Bas de Leeuw is Head, Strategy Unit, of the Production and Consumption Branch of UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme). He joined UNEP's Paris based DTIE Division (Technology, Industry and Economics), in 1998.

 His responsibilities include supervising UNEP's work on the ten-year framework on sustainable consumption and production - one of the follow-ups of the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg - and on developing policies and tools for governments, business and civil society to achieve tangible results, in areas such as Cleaner and Safer Production and Sustainable Consumption. 

Bas de Leeuw has initiated UNEP’s "SC.team" consisting of young professionals from Austrian, Canadian, Chinese, Dutch, French, German, Italian, Mexican, Moroccan and Norwegian origins. The team is well known for its “SC.net” newsletter, and its groundbreaking initiatives and multi-stakeholder projects on topics such as Life Cycle Management, Sustainable Business Innovation (Eco-design and Product Service Systems), Advertising and Communication, Youth lifestyles and Education, Consumer Protection Guidelines, and Sustainable Procurement. Activities are being carried out around the globe, with an emphasis on Asia (including China), Africa, Latin America, and Europe. 

Before joining UNEP Bas de Leeuw has worked for the Dutch Government in several policy areas, including macro economic, energy and environmental policy planning. He was a Policy Advisor for the Minister of Economic Affairs on energy exploration, energy conservation and energy policies, as well as on environmental issues, in particular for small and medium sized business, from 1985-1991. He worked for the Dutch Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment from 1991-1997. His responsibilities included integrated product policies (he was the author of the Policy Note on "Products and Environment"), target group management of consumer groups and retail trade, and development and implementation of sustainable consumption policies (including consumer information tools, such as the Dutch eco-label). 

He was appointed Deputy Head, Consumer and Product Policy Department in 1995. From 1998 until 2000 the Dutch government seconded him as a Senior Advisor to UNEP/DTIE where he initiated and co-ordinated UNEP's Sustainable Consumption Programme. In the beginning of 2001 he was seconded as a national expert to the OECD, where he drafted various reports for the National Policies Division (notably its "Policies to Promote Sustainable Consumption; An Overview", as input to WSSD). He returned to UNEP in October 2001, as programme officer. 

In 2002 he was appointed task force leader Sustainable Consumption and Production, to lead UNEP's work on this issue leading up to and following up WSSD, and became Head, Strategy Unit, of the Production and Consumption Branch, in 2004. Bas de Leeuw is an economist, with a master’s degree in macro-economic policy from the Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands. UNEP SC website can be found at http://www.uneptie.org/sustain or by writing to sc@unep.fr.







