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Gary P Waterworth-Owen, CEO, ResponseABILITY Alliance
Gary Owen is the founder of the ResponseABILITY Alliance - a global network of socially responsible organisations and individuals whose core activity is to help enhance the abilities of companies and individuals to respond effectively to the challenges of sustainable development in the 21st century.
These aims are achieved through creative and innovative ‘ResponseABILITY’ training programmes. Programme titles include: ResponseABLE Mapping (RAM), Get REAL (Get Responsible and Environmentally Aware Leadership), RURAL 21 (Rural and Urban Response Ability and Leadership), Culture Conscious Conservation, Step Back from The Canvas, the Sustainable Product Experience, Cre8NoW, and No Waste No Worries. Over 3000 people have participated in the programmes in both the developed and developing world.
Gary's commercial business experience consists of growing a small furniture / interior design, construction and direct marketing agency into the South Africa based - Colourplast Group of Companies, of which he was the CEO. A major product and service of Colourplast was the recycling and re-manufacturing of alluvial diamond and marble mining waste, into architectural finishes - applying and exporting the products throughout Africa and the USA.

A percentage of profits from his two last fine art exhibitions held at the Royal Commonwealth Gallery - London entitled: 'Cultural Values and Valued Cultures', and at the Elizabeth Gordon Gallery in Durban, South Africa, went towards funding responsible tourism and arts and crafts projects for the indigenous peoples of Northern Namibia, and the conservation of wildlife in KwaZulu Natal game parks. Gary's paintings are to be found in public and private collections internationally. 

Gary is a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, Team Africa, Artists for Peace Justice and Civil Liberties and a number of eco-tourism, eco-design and socially responsible organizations in Africa and Europe. He was educated at the RSA - Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), where he obtained a Diploma in Art and Design, then receiving a postgraduate Diploma in Business Administration at Damelin Business School in Natal, South Africa. He is an Advisory Board member and Associate of the Centre for Sustainable Design, Surrey Institute of Art and Design, University College – UK.


