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Jeffrey Hamaoui, Founder and Managing Director Origo Social Enterprise Partners.
Jeff Hamaoui is an internationally known expert and thought leader in the social enterprise field.  As a futurist, his opinions and innovations have been sought after by leaders of multinational corporations, social ventures, foundations, government agencies, nonprofits and international institutions.  As a connector of both concepts and people, he has been instrumental in advancing partnerships in the global social enterprise arena, including his involvement with the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), a coalition of 175 international companies united by a shared commitment to sustainable development via the three pillars of economic growth, ecological balance and social progress.  As an attractor of capital and other resources, he has been responsible for the disbursement of millions of dollars into sustainable livelihoods projects.  Jeff’s early experiences as a teacher, setting up a school for children with learning disabilities and working in the private sector, combined with his later experiences helping to build and run a foundation and think-tank helped shape his core business ideology which is centered around doing well financially and doing good socially and environmentally.  Founding Origo Social Enterprise Partners in 1999 as a global center of excellence in social enterprise design was a natural extension of Jeff’s career learning journeys.  Today, he leads a team of professionals who are dedicating their lives to the creation and promotion of smart business design and cross sector collaboration that allow organizations to successfully engage in emerging markets throughout the world.  He has advised a variety of nonprofits such as the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the World Economic Forum, the Global Exchange for Social Development (GEXSI) and Charity Bank, and a number of bilateral and multilateral donor agencies.

In 1994, Jeff worked with industrialist and “green billionaire” Stephen Schmidheiny to setup the AVINA Foundation in Mallorca, Spain to invest in sustainable development projects in Spain and the Mediterranean basin in partnership with leaders of civil society and the business sector.  While at AVINA, he established a think-tank devoted to research in the area of leadership for sustainable development.  As of 2003, AVINA’s financial commitments have exceeded $280 million.  Prior to starting AVINA, Jeff had a management role in the creative department at Spafax, a leading in flight entertainment and communications company.  He began his career in 1990 as a teacher at Collegio Internacional de Caracas in Caracas, Venezuela and then at Laurentian International College in Quebec, Canada.  While in Quebec, he setup Northside House, a school for children with learning difficulties.

Jeff is a board member of Elements International, a sustainable development services company that was organized and staffed by faculty and students from Cambridge University.  He serves on the Board of Directors of Television Trust for the Environment (TVE) in London, an independent nonprofit production and distribution company specializing in films and other broadcast programs on the environment, development, and health and human rights issues.  He holds a BA in literature and philosophy from Swansea University and a MA in education from London University where he also had an Associate Fellowship.  Jeff speaks three languages and has lived and conducted business in more than a dozen countries.  When not working, Jeff likes to spend his time on the California coast in a surf kayak.

