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Progress and Prospect of Ecodesign in Japan.
It was only late 90s, when the idea of ecodesign became a point of discussion among industries, and government agencies, lead by the Ministry of International Trade and Industry, began drawing a guideline and took initiatives for its support.  This path suggests that it has been only 10 years since this idea, originated from the Europe, was introduced and taken into an account in Japan.

Luckily, Japan managed to accumulate the necessary technology and skill to conserve energy during the 60s development period because of its background.  There were not sufficient energy resources and proper countermeasures against pollution, so along with these economical factors, people needed to conserve energy.  But because of this accumulation, Japan did not have much problem to promote ecodesign in the technological perspective, and managed to catch-up in a relatively short period of time.

In the past 10 years, numerous number of ecoproducts had been released in the Japanese market.  A hybrid-engine automobile, solar panel, energy-saving electric appliances are the good examples.

But with such progress, the ratification of Kyoto Protocol, which states Japan to reduce the emission of CO2 by 6%, is not in a frame.  In the past 8 years, a rapid activity of industry is creating a gap to the achievement.  Unless Japan’s mass-production, mass consumption industry structure and lifestyle are changed, the achievement is very difficult.

Now, design is reexamining a value towards consumption, and shifting the emphasis from technology to soul.  When thinking new idea of design for sustainability, establishment of a lifestyle, which harmonizes with a cultural climate of this country, is an appropriate indicator.
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