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Philip White is a principal of Orb Analysis for Design in Phoenix, Arizona and Assistant Professor of Industrial 
Design in the College of Design and the School of Sustainability at Arizona State University. His research 
focuses on assisting companies to become product stewardship leaders. He developed the Okala Impact 
Factors, single-figure LCA factors incorporating nine environmental impact categories. He continues to refine 
these easy-to-use factors for product and system designers. Developing clear Design for Recycling guidelines in 
the context of WEEE and RoHS is another focus of his investigation. 
  
White worked as an engineer, product (industrial) designer and ecodesign specialist in Europe (Philips 
Electronics), Japan (International industrial design) and the US (Chronar photovoltaics, Ziba, Fiori, and Orb). He 
won multiple awards for his design work in the US (IDEA, ID magazine) and internationally (IF). He holds a 
Bachelor of Science in mechanical engineering from the University of Kansas and a Masters in 3-D design from 
Cranbrook Academy of Art, Michigan. He studied with and was a confidant of Victor Papanek. He currently 
chairs the Ecodesign Section of Industrial Designers Society of America and is a contributor to the UNEP 
Lifecycle initiative. 
 


