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In the mid-nineties the Dutch government started stimulating product oriented environmental management (POEM) and a considerable amount of companies have taken up POEM. However, only a few small and medium sized companies (SME’s) have taken up POEM. To reach SME’s the Dutch ministry of environment has decided to develop a tool especially aimed at SME’s. This tool should help SME’s to take the first steps towards implementing POEM in their management.

In 2001 BECO was awarded the assignment to develop this POEM introduction tool. This assignment will be finished in March 2002. The paper will present the development and outline of the tool, illustrated with examples. It will discuss the background information on which the tool was based. Relevant information includes the way SME’s regard and handle product related environmental issues.  

As this tool is still under development, no information can be given at this moment on how this tool will be communicated to the target groups. The content of this paper will be prepared in consultation with the Dutch ministry of environment.

