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Motivation:

The idea of this research was to develop an understanding how ECODESIGN is integrated in the Austrian EMAS certified enterprises. This should form the basis to develop guidelines for this integration. 

Method:

In a first step possible ECODESIGN aspects in the different life cycle phases were defined and a screening of the environmental declaration of all certified enterprises (162 at that time) was carried out. That could identify where companies put in most effort to consider environmental issues in their product design and development and what their understanding of ECODESIGN is. The second part was a detailed survey based on telephone interview of 15 selected companies. 

Results:

The understanding of ECODESIGN among the certified companies is focused mainly on the first life cycle like raw material and production phases. More than 60% of the activities named in the declarations were linked to changes or substitutions of materials, … 37 % were linked to the manufacturing phase as there are: waste minimization, strive for best available technologies, …

The product use phase or the disposal phase were merely addressed with around 10% each of the measures pointed out in the screened environmental declarations.

The question where the initiative for ECODESIGN activities came from, was answered by the companies interviewed, with internal and external drivers (80%) as there are innovation within the continuous improvement process as well as customer requirements, 60% answered with cost reduction as driving force for ECODESIGN activities. Regarding the tools used within the companies it showed that easy to use checklists as well as assessment schemes were preferred. 

Conclusion:

There are some ECODESIGN activities and there is a certain awareness and willingness to improve the environmental performance of products, but there is also a lack of knowledge in the latter phases of the product life cycle, it is unclear yet what to do. A good guidance e.g. easy to handle tools as well as the recently developed ISO TR 14062 could help here.
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