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The Framework Directive on Waste (75/442/CEE) establishes the framework for the devising of Waste Management Plans by the authorities responsible for waste management. In Belgium, it is the Regional authorities which are responsible for implementing waste policy. The Brussels-Capital Region, an urban region with over 1 million inhabitants, has just published its draft version of the 3rd Waste Prevention and Management Plan, 2003-2007. 
The paper will present the actions proposed in the 3rd Waste Plan relating to “dematerialisation”, and will thus provide an example of how the public authorities can help create favourable conditions for sustainable innovation and is submitted for the theme “Changing framework conditions and the policy agenda”. In this context it addresses the question of more sustainable products, services and product-service-systems (PSS). 

---------------------------------------------------------

The Brussels Region’s waste policy is guided by a waste management hierarchy which prioritises waste prevention at source and reuse before the treatment of waste for the purposes of reuse, recycling and other forms of recovery, and, finally, the disposal of waste in an ecologically responsible manner. 
Waste prevention is thus the top priority. But what exactly does this involve? Prevention is not purely a matter of reducing the weight of waste. It is also about buying behaviour, rational consumption, production methods and lifestyles. 
In practical terms, a concern for prevention obviously causes waste policy to look at the products which are at the source of this waste, and, even further upstream in the lifecycle chain, natural resources. In particular, this leads to the realisation that certain resources are finite. According to a study by the WWF, we need at least two extra planets to be able to maintain our current level of consumption of natural resources. (The OECD estimates that the industrialised countries, representing approximately 15% of the world’s population, are responsible for over 70% of the world’s consumption). 
This implies the need for a strategic approach which covers the entire cycle of life. The objective is to develop a closed loop to ensure that all waste which cannot be prevented at source is turned into secondary raw materials. It also results in a policy of avoiding resource wastage, and even a decrease in the consumption of resources by a factor of between 4 and 10.
The combination of these approaches – waste prevention at source, measures relating to production, consumption and rational use, and closed-loop resource management – can be gathered under the heading of a ‘dematerialisation’ policy. Dematerialisation seeks to achieve the same level of economic development or consumer well-being with the consumption of fewer material and energy resources. With this in mind, the Plan singles out two targets for its actions: households and offices. 
For households, three types of action are proposed in the Plan:

· considering the genuine requirements at the basis of our consumption, and criticising wastefulness and the phenomena of advertising and fashion;

· favouring certain goods and/or services and certain consumption mechanisms over others;

· relying on technical innovation and the dematerialisation potential offered by certain new technologies.

For offices, the Plan proposes actions aimed at:

· introducing environmental criteria in public procurement and in offices;

· rationalising the use of the new technologies.

� IBGE-BIM is the “EPA” (Environment Administration) for the Brussels Capital Region


� ACRR: Association of Cities and Regions for Recycling





