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Concept (please visualise your idea)
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Description (please describe your product, service or product-service-system (PSS))

The outcome of my proposal, a memo board, is a product made out of recycled materials – wine bottles’ corks - that will be suitable for use in children’s rooms, kitchens, offices, schools and generally any private or public area. 

The proposed object is innovative and promotes sustainable development. It also user friendly, non-toxic relaxing to the senses and since it is comprised of wooden structure interconnected with wine bottle corks; it is both aesthetically and texturally pleasing. 

The proposed product is innovative in application although the processes of construction are very traditional. It is once again, the case where handicraft meets creativity.  The structure of the proposed object can also be developed from other materials, like aluminum.

One of the many methods I may use for this proposal is to cover the structure with wire threads. Then all the spaces between the threads of wire are filled with the used corks from wine bottles. 

Thus, I create a surface for the object made of a material (cork) that is tactile and pliant in nature and is comfortable both functionally and aesthetically.

The use of cork is definitely chosen due to the extensive consumption of wine in Cyprus and generally in the European Region. 

The material itself is pliant and flexible with the possibility of going through different processes and therefore being able to take different forms and shapes like curvilinear and rectilinear shapes, in order to produce a vast number of ‘new’ products and uses.  
Evaluation (please justify the relative sustainability benefits of your concept)

Environmental

This proposal is developed as a direct result of the questions raised for the future of the environment in which we live. This issue has firstly been examined through theoretical research in relation to the role of the interior designer as a facilitator for sustainable development. The outcome has been inspired by my work as an interior designer, responding to and developing solutions for these issues at hand. The 3 R’s: Re-Thing, Re-Use, Re-Cycle were the foundational concepts upon which the product was develop. 

With this work I provide new potential and new value to ‘used items’ by finding new uses for our waste. This can also  be explored further  because as a designer I feel that I can continue working in  this direction continually  developing the materials potential.
Concerning the ethical and the environmental impacts of this work- since these are parallel issues – I propose that what is ethical cannot be harmful and negative to the environment.

If one is aware that through ones actions one can awaken  public awareness towards environmental concerns, then positive gain is guaranteed  for the individual and the general public.

Social

It is widely known that the urban environment is one of the major users of energy. Therefore, designers have a role to play in order to ‘educate’ building owners and others about important environmental issues.

One of these issues is waste control. 

Trying to find solutions to this problem through my work I came up with the idea of using waste produced in towns to create new items.

The role of the Designer today is a multidisciplinary one, as she/he has to serve aesthetics and function, and also deal with challenges that technology offers. The Designer today has to be very well informed so as to be able to serve peoples’ needs properly and also be responsible for protecting the environment by using sustainable resources whenever possible. The memo board is flexible in shape; it can be made in various sizes and it can also be used in various areas within an interior space. Therefore the object transfers its environmental values to many different levels of our society.   

Further more, as human beings, on the one hand, we need to utilize the earth’s resources, from our natural environment in order to survive, whereas on the other hand, we must continuously create the right conditions for sustainable development, which are the relative sustainability benefits evident in this concept and product.

Of course, we can continue to do what we have been doing until now and this is the destruction and catastrophe of our earth’s resources.
If one knows that through his actions he can help toward the involvement of the general public in environmental issues, one can say that his actions can be nothing  but beneficial.

Financial

The construction of this product can be implemented at very low cost.

The basic structure can be wooden or aluminium. The other new material that the object requires is  wire threads and the non toxic varnish of the structure.

The main raw material is the used wine bottles’ cork, which will be collected from clubs and restaurants. 
Commercialisation

A small workshop will be established in order to accommodate the placement of the corks along with the storing of the raw materials and the final products. The corks will be collected from various spots that will be agreed upon from the beginning, to operate in the Larnaca area at first and the rest of Cyprus later. The frame will be produced in a skilled carpenter’s workshop that is willing to cooperate for the commercialisation of the final product. An unskilled worker will be employed to place the corks within the frame.

At a later stage this workshop will be expanded according to the market demand for our product. 

The product – memo board for marketing purposes will take different shapes, sizes and colours to satisfy the needs of the various target markets, such as: children, housewives, professionals.

Marketing strategy, given the size of our enterprise and the nature of the product, will depend on essential advertising  and will follow different directions:

· Handicraft shops which are ready to accept innovative handicrafts with practical application

· Private and public schools in order to promote environmental concerns, which is a current issue in education 

· Environmentally sensitive companies who are already positive in promoting environmental policies  

Through these sectors, I believe that I will develop a trend in the Cyprus market, which will enable me, at a later stage, to launch other items made from recycled materials.  

The memo board will be sampled first to Handicraft shops all over Cyprus. The production process will at first be made in batches in order to meet the first orders. In this way, the costs will be monitored at all times and the small workshop will be able to survive and prosper.

Finally, we have to admit that the presenting product is definitely one of many numerous possible items that this particular recycled material can be associated with.
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