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Global Policies for Sustainable Innovation.
Introduction: As a follow-up of the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development, the United Nations has initiated work on establishing a ten-year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption and production. This “Marrakech process” will contribute to regional processes, with a global review of progress made in a conference, scheduled to take place in Costa Rica, September 2005.
 

The role of the business sector is crucial for industrial development and sustainable production and consumption. Business has an important role to play in further "cleaning up" their production processes, enhance quality and availability of information on the sustainability performance of their products and services, and propose and market new sustainable products and services. Sustainable innovation is increasingly recognized to be a key strategy to achieve tangible process in this area. Coherent global policies for sustainable innovation however still need to be developed and implemented.

Initiatives such as corporate social responsibility, environmental management systems and voluntary agreements, are examples of business action for sustainable development. How can we strengthen these trends? The challenges for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises should also be taken into account. 

The issue is considered important in all regions of the world, including in Europe. The European Commission and UNEP are organizing a multi-stakeholder conference on sustainable consumption and production (Ostend, Belgium, November 25-26, 2004), where sustainable innovation is one of the key issues to address. 

During the last decade the EU and individual countries have developed policies and instruments that seek to take a life-cycle approach to making products and services more efficiently and sustainable. In addition, tools have been developed such as eco-design, IPP, dematerialization, new marketing strategies and alternative systems to meet needs.  We need to look at what needs to be done to accelerate innovation, and sustainable product and service systems.

Among the policy issues that need to be addressed are: 

· the call for focusing on focusing on concrete outputs and deliverables;

· development of modern communication strategies for governments and business;

· implementing legal and economic instruments;

· involving developing countries and helping them to keep them selves informed and benefit from the process, demonstrate and realize "leapfrogging" poverty eradication options, with two-way sharing and inspiring of decision-makers.
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