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Sustainable Consumption:  a UK perspective
This presentation will explain the approach developed in the UK Government Framework for Sustainable Consumption and Production, the central goal of which is the goal of ‘decoupling’ economic growth from patterns of environmental degradation and unsustainable resource use.

The main focus of the presentation will be on the challenge of sustainable consumption.  There are several key factors which shape our current, unsustainable patterns - principally in the nature of the product supply chain, the availability of suitable infrastructure, and the cultural norms operating within society.  All of these involve a considerable degree of ‘lock in’, which makes it extremely difficult to shift the balance of consumption choice and behaviour.  The problems are magnified by the strong established trend of rising disposable income being expressed in the consumption of tangible products or of services which are inherently intensive in energy and resource use.

The presentation will then consider the options available to governments to intervene in the market, or in society, to try to influence the patterns of consumption and the impacts associated with them.  These options raise some challenging issues about what producers and consumers would currently consider the appropriate boundaries of government, for example  in restricting market choice or personal ‘freedom’.

A further context for the presentation will be the range of analysis and research which has fed into the UK Government’s current review of its Sustainable Development Strategy, and the messages emerging from consultation and events linked to that review - which will lead to a new UK Strategy next year.
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