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Sustainable Innovation: 'State of the Art'
The Sustainable Development (SD) and Corporate Responsibility (CR) agenda has grown in significance over the last decade. Much has already been achieved by businesses in terms of identifying the issues, setting out policies and reporting on performance versus a range of indicators.  However, to date most of the emphasis has been on control of risks, or adaptation of existing business activities to meet SD and CR objectives .
Whilst there is still a long way to go in this direction, some leading companies are already turning the issue around.  Rather than treating SD and CSR as essentially restrictive issues, these companies are starting to look for ways in which the SD and CSR agenda could give rise to new business opportunities, new market space or new ways of working.

Arthur D. Little have undertaken a global study to explore the current status of 'Sustainable Innovation' within a range of technology-based companies. The study examines key areas of activity, potential opportunities, best practices and lessons learned in Sustainable Innovation. It also presents insights into how Corporate Responsibility and Research and Development departments in companies are starting to form linkages and how companies are using 'sustainable innovation' for business advantage.
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