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I am an islander. 

Who? 

ISLANDS AS SUSTAINABLE PLAYGROUNDS 



”Sustainable innovation is very  
much about people.” 



I am an islander. 

Where? 

ISLANDS AS SUSTAINABLE PLAYGROUNDS 



www.brightgreenisland.com  

http://www.brightgreenisland.com














Bornholm is 3 hours by train and ferry 
from Copenhagen 

…or 25 minutes by plane 







I am an islander. 

Why? 

ISLANDS AS SUSTAINABLE PLAYGROUNDS 



BECAUSE 
ISLAND 

LIVING IS 
GREAT! 



  

BECAUSE ISLAND 
LIVING IS GREAT! 



Islands also face sustainable 
challenges… 



Islands also face sustainable 
challenges… 



…giving room for 
innovation. 



Islands can be creative, valuable, 
fun sustainable  
playgrounds 



I am an islander. 

What does a  
sustainable  

society look like? 

ISLANDS AS SUSTAINABLE PLAYGROUNDS 



Masdar City 

http://www.masdar.ae  

http://www.masdar.ae


Masdar City 

http://www.masdar.ae  

http://www.masdar.ae


Singapore's First Eco-Town 

 ”Punggol will serve as a 'living laboratory' to test new ideas and 
technologies in sustainable development, integrating urban 
solutions to create a green living environment." http://www.anmc21.org/english/bestpra

ctice/Singapore8.html  

http://www.anmc21.org/english/bestpractice/Singapore8.html
http://www.anmc21.org/english/bestpractice/Singapore8.html


Karamay China – ”Energy city of the 
future” 







Copenhagen 
Nordhavn 

Harbour  
Sustainable 

city 
development 





”Sustainable communities” 

http://www.doorsofperception.com/food-systems-design/the-high-tech-permaculture-
metabolic-engine-greenhouse/  

http://www.doorsofperception.com/food-systems-design/the-high-tech-permaculture-metabolic-engine-greenhouse/
http://www.doorsofperception.com/food-systems-design/the-high-tech-permaculture-metabolic-engine-greenhouse/




Islands taking up the challenges 

http://www.carbonwarroom.com/content/smart-island-economies  

http://www.carbonwarroom.com/content/smart-island-economies


I am an islander. 

What are the    
numbers  
saying? 

ISLANDS AS SUSTAINABLE PLAYGROUNDS 





World population 

Urban Rural 





Rural population in absolute 
numbers.. 



Rural population in absolute 
numbers! 
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Renewed focus on the country-side 

http://www.iconeye.com/architecture/features/item/11031-rem-koolhaas-in-the-country  

http://www.iconeye.com/architecture/features/item/11031-rem-koolhaas-in-the-country


I am an islander. 

Are big  
cities more 

sustainable? 
 

ISLANDS AS SUSTAINABLE PLAYGROUNDS 



 





To be 
civilized is 

to be urban 
 



Human superorganism? 



Will the ressource efficient city  
make it’s people more sustainable? 



Will the ressource efficient city  
make it’s people more sustainable? 



Look out for the rebound effect.. 

Jevon’s paradox 



Will the ressource efficient city  
make it’s people more happy? 



I am an islander. 

How can islands  
offer sustainable  

playgrounds?  

ISLANDS AS SUSTAINABLE PLAYGROUNDS 







Islands as living laboratories 



     , 
the whole world can do 

it. 
 

Bornholm EV Rally 2013 



Testing the potentials of 
local food systems 



• One mile foods 



Vinschgau Valley – referendum 
banning pesticides september 2014 



 

Vinschgau Valley – referendum 
banning pesticides september 2014 



National record in # of 
“green constructors” 

http://groentbyggeri.dk  

http://groentbyggeri.dk


Green Solution House 

http://www.greensolutionhouse.dk  

http://www.greensolutionhouse.dk


Green showroom 

http://detgronnepakhus.dk  

http://detgronnepakhus.dk


Place and space matters. 



Copenhagen Suborbitals 

http://copsub.com  

http://copsub.com


http://www.wired.com/2012/06/copenhagen-suborbitals-profile/all/  

http://www.wired.com/2012/06/copenhagen-suborbitals-profile/all/


Little Smart Things 

http://www.littlesmartthings.com  

http://www.littlesmartthings.com


Little Smart Things 

http://www.littlesmartthings.com  

http://www.littlesmartthings.com


Little Smart Things 

http://www.littlesmartthings.com  

http://www.littlesmartthings.com


Innovationsprogram for bornholmske 
virksomheder 2013-2014 



 











Discarded fishing nets – how to 
reuse or upcycle? 



Backpack with reused nylon from fishing nets 





Factory in South Korea 

Bornholm – South Korea: 7696 km 
 
 



  price 
per unit 

quantity 

Do we need a new model? 



Circular ISLAND economy 
Promoting local innovation and decentral  product  
 





Plastic recycling 

 



 

http://www.preciousplastic.com/ 

http://www.preciousplastic.com/


http://www.preciousplastic.com/ 

http://www.preciousplastic.com/


http://www.preciousplastic.com/ 

http://www.preciousplastic.com/


http://www.preciousplastic.com/ 

http://www.preciousplastic.com/


http://www.preciousplastic.com/ 

http://www.preciousplastic.com/


http://www.preciousplastic.com/ 

http://www.preciousplastic.com/


http://www.preciousplastic.com/ 

http://www.preciousplastic.com/


Big local innovation potential  
in digital fabrication 

 







 

+ future potential for local innovation  
using digital fabrication 

http://opensourceecology.org/  

http://opensourceecology.org/


 

The power of  
opensource! 

http://opensourceecology.org/  

http://opensourceecology.org/


Will sustainable island living make 
people more happy? 



Islands 
offers a 
great space 
for 

 



Higher valuation of self-made 
products. 

 



Sense of coherence 

 "We are coming to understand health..as 
the process by which individuals maintain 
their sense of coherence (i.e. sense that 
life is comprehensible, manageable, and 
meaningful)..." 

Aaron Antonovsky 





 There are no grand celebrations here. No speeches. No bright 
lights. But there are sustainable people. Somehow we’ve 
come to believe that sustainability is reserved for the chosen 
few, for the supercities. The truth is sustainability is for all of 
us. This is not about lowering expectations, its about raising 
them for every last one of us. Because sustainability is not in 
one special place, and it is not in one special person. 
Sustainability is wherever somebody is trying to find it. 
 
                   Text based on Nike ”Greatness” 
commercial 

 



Thank you. 

Follow Bornholm - Bright Green Island at: 
www.brightgreenisland.com  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 Søren Femmer Jensen 
  +45 30 27 91 11 

soren@cocreative.com 
 http://cocreative.com  

http://www.brightgreenisland.com
mailto:soren@cocreative.com
http://cocreative.com
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