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Rene is an innovation researcher with a background in economics and an interest in policy, history, societal
change, theory and research methodology. He is an expert of sustainability transitions, governance for
sustainable development, policy evaluation, the study of eco-innovation and resource efficiency with domain
expertise in the energy, automobility, waste and eco-industry sectors. Rene has also worked on social
innovation and urban labs. As a professor of innovation and sustainable development he has tried to do
socially relevant research and offer policy advice to create a better world. His experiences with policy dialogue
and knowledge of the sociology of knowledge helped him to appreciate the ways in which facts and values are
intertwined.

Rene has also worked at different universities and research institutes as a payroll researcher and visiting
researcher: IPTS in Sevilla (Spain), STEP in Oslo (Norway), University of Twente in Enschede, TNO in Delft and
Erasmus University in Rotterdam (The Netherlands), Harvard University in the US, CIRUS in Switzerland and the
EIRC in Hobart, Australia. He has consulted for the OECD and UNIDO and advised the European Commission on
the RTD implications of climate change and acted as a reviewer of research proposals many times. For the
Environment Council, Rene wrote a policy note on eco-efficient innovation in 2004, which fed into the
Council’s conclusions and pioneered new approaches for policy such as Strategic Niche Management and
Transition Management, which became the topic of worldwide attention. His book Environmental Policy and
Technical Change has received great acclaim. www.merit.unu.edu/training/theses/kemp rene.pdf




