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Circular Economy: Society v Economy

Economy Society



Distribution of Repair Cafes Worldwide (Repair Café 
Foundation, June 2023)







Conclusions: 

► Survey: April – June 2019
► Respondents: 303 (exc Belgium)
► Shared purpose and identity
► Waste prevention
► Environment + social goals
► Meet monthly, public buildings
► Volunteers: 4-20
► Visitors/customers: 10-30
► Concentration in Europe
► Act as a translocal communit(ies)
► Uneven development of critical

mass.
► Not radical, highly practical.
► Little evidence of political voice
► RCIF  policy activities in Europe.





Importance to your Repair Café: responses on specific issues 
from highest to lowest (1 to 10) n = 63

Rank Topic Average
1 Social Value/Community/Behavioural Change 7.8
2 Recruitment and Assessment of Repairers and Front-desk Volunteers 7.6
3 Skills Transfer/Training 7.4
4= Publicity 7.2
4= Health and Safety 7.2
6= Managing Expansion 6.8
6= Engagement of Youth 6.8
8 Insurance 6.7
9= Management Team 6.6
9= Data Collection and Measurement 6.6
11 Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 6.5
12 Building Relationships with other Repair Cafes 6.3
13= Organisational Status 5.9
13= Increasing Diversity of Repairers and Front-desk Volunteers 5.9
15 Engagement with Local Government 5.4
16 Income Generation 5.0
17 3D Printing 3.5
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Circular Economy: Society v Economy

Economy Society



Word cloud of all responses to the question 
‘What are the strengths of Farnham Repair 

Café’?
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