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Dr Patrick Schröder, UK 
 

Dr Patrick Schröder is an expert in the global transition to an inclusive circular economy, with a particular research 
emphasis on international policy coordination, bridging the investment gap, the role of global trade, and the 
contribution of the circular economy to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Patrick is coordinating 
Lead Author for the Global Environment Outlook 7 and member of the International Science Council expert group on 
plastic pollution. 
 
He is currently pursuing a part-time PhD in circular and regenerative design at the Centre for Sustainable Design, 
University for the Creative Arts. His research focuses on understanding the role of design practices, policies, and 
standards in advancing circular design applications for electronics, such as laptops and solar PV systems. 
 
Before joining Chatham House, he was a research fellow at the Institute of Development Studies at the University of 
Sussex from 2016-2019, researching and teaching on the intersection of circular economy and global development. 
From 2008 to 2015, he was based in Beijing, where he worked extensively on development cooperation programmes 
for the European Union and climate change initiatives with the German Corporation for International Cooperation 
(GIZ). 
 
Dr Schröder’s academic work on circular economy has been published in high-impact journals such as Nature 
Sustainability, the Journal of Industrial Ecology, Journal of Cleaner Production, Sustainability Science and Resources, 
and Conservation and Recycling. He was lead editor of two books on circular economy “Sustainable Asia” (2016, World 
Scientific) and “The Circular Economy and the Global South” (2019, Routledge).  
 
He regularly publishes opinion articles in leading international media outlets, including Foreign Policy Magazine, The 
Guardian, The Independent, Devex, The Hill and the China Daily. 
 
He holds a BA (Hons) in Chinese from the University of Westminster, and earned his MA in international relations and 
PhD in environmental studies from Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand.  
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